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as on all fours with the morbid phenomena of " split
personality/1

The conviction of the unbroken continuity of all
finite existence, which has come in with the hypothesis
of universal development, carries with it a conviction
as to the unity of that finite spirit which is manifested
in the myriad forms of life, and in the whole of Nature,
so far as the living and not-living are organically united
in one system. We are constrained by necessity of
thought to think of the whole of existence in terms of
the highest category we know, which is that of self ; to
think of it, that is, as of a spirit which thinks and
wills and works like our own; which develops its own
physical embodiment, together with its own poten-
tialities of knowledge and character.

It is, of course, the prejudice to our own separate
personality that makes us recoil from such a view
at first hearing. We feel as though separateness
were really constitutive of our conscious being and
personality. But may this not be true only in the
sense in which concentration, abstraction, separate-
ness is constitutive of the " I" of a moment of
ecstasy, or of the " I" of an actor wholly absorbed
in his r61e for the time being? When the ecstasy
is over, when the role is finished, the illusory " I"
is not .wholly destroyed by being taken back into the
fuller context of the agent's normal life; rather it is
raised and perfected. The myriad roles which the
Nature-Spirit plays in every living creature, in which
it becomes self-forgetful, constitute so many illusory
selfs, which are reabsorbed into the full Self of the
Nature-Spirit, when the part is played and that par-
ticular work is finished. In each it works two-fold ;